
REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES

~anoiganha~an
Quezon City

FIRST DIVISION

MINUTES of the proceedings held on October 4, 2017

Present:

Hon. EFREN N. DE LA CRUZ Associate Justice/Chairperson
Hon. GERALDINE FAITH A. ECONG Associate Justice
Hon. EDGARDO M. CALDONA Associate Justice

The following Resolution was adopted:

Criminal Case No. SB-12-CRM-0174
PEOPLE vs. GLORIA M. ARROYO, ET AL.

Acting on accused Nilda B. Plaras' Motion to Dismiss, dated
September 5, 2017, opposed by the prosecution in its
Comment/Opposition, dated September 19, 2017, the Court hereby
GRANTS the same.

Accused Plaras anchored her motion to dismiss on the
Supreme Court's Resolution issued on August 23, 2016, disposing
her petition for certiorari consolidated with other similar petitions,
docketed as G.R. No. 203563. She specifically refers to the
following findings in the said resolution in support of her motion, viz:

The Sandiganbayan's April 6, 2015 Resolution made definite
findings with respect to Morato, Roquero, Taruc, and Villar. As to Morato,
Roquero and Taruc, "said accused who were members of the PCSO
Board of Directors were not shown to have diverted any PCSO funds to
themselves, or to ave raided the public treasury by conveying and
transferring into their possession and control any money or funds from
PCSO account." As to Villar and, by extension, to Plaras, the
Sandiganbayan found "there had been no clear showing that his
designation of Plaras had been tainted with any criminal design; and that
the fact that Plaras had signed' by authority' of Villar as the [Commission
on Audit] Chairman could not criminally bind him in the absence of any
showing of conspiracy"

Conformably, the dispositive portion of the Sandiganbayan's April
6, 2015 Resolution explicitly stated that Morato, Roquero, Taruc, and
Villar were acquitted of the offense charged.

In Macapagal-Arroyo, this Court found grave abuse of discretion
on the part of the Sandiganbayan in denying Arroyo's and Aguas'
demurrers to evidence despite the prosecution's "failure to properly allege
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the main plunderer ... [thereby] violating the right of each accused to be
informed of the charges against each of them." This Court repeatedly
characterized the prosecution's assertion of and the Sandiganbayan's
finding of conspiracy as "unwarranted" and "unsustainable." It further
emphasized that the prosecution failed to establish the corpus delicti of
plunder-that is, "the amassment, accumulation or acquisition of ill-gotten
wealth valued at not less than P50,OOO,OOO.OO"-a matter that "should
lead to the dismissal of the criminal prosecution."

The question of the propriety of the findings of probable cause for
petitioners' indictment and arrest, as well as the reliefs petitioners seek,
are contingent on the existence and continuation of criminal proceedings
against petitioners. With the grant of demurrers to evidence-and the
acquittals ensuing from it-as well as this Court's pronouncements
negating conspiracy and the commission of plunder, the proceedings
against petitioners are terminated. There is no longer any case relating to
petitioners' indictment and arrest. There are no longer any proceedings to
restrain and enjoin.

While admittedly accused Plaras has never submitted to the
jurisdiction of this Court, the issue on jurisdiction advanced by the
prosecution is, however, mooted by the foreqoinq pronouncements,
which have effectively rendered the Court devoid of Information and
proceedings in this case to take cognizance of. Suffice it to state
that in view of the recent development, the instant case against
accused Plaras has no more leg to stand on, thus, warranting its
dismissal.

The warrant of arrest issued against accused Plaras by
reason of this case is hereby RECALLED and the hold departure
order issued against her, also by reason of this case, is hereby
LIFTED and SET ASIDE.

SO ORDERED.

Approved:

DE LA CRUZ, J., Chairperson

ECONG, J.

CALDONA, J.


